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Contra Costa College
Course Outline
	Department &Number
	HIST 120
	Number of Weeks

	Course Title
	History of the United States (Colonial—1865)
	Lecture Hours

	Prerequisite
	None
	Lab Hours

	Co-requisite
	
	Hours By Arrangement

	Challenge Policy
	
	Activity Hours

	Advisory
	
	Units


COURSE/CATALOG DESCRIPTION
This course covers the history of the United States of America from the colonial period up to 1865. This survey course stresses the integrative and disintegrative forces that culminated in the Civil War.  Long-range issues arising during this period are examined for their significance to Americans today.  The cultural, social, economic, geographic, diplomatic and political factors involved in the evolution of American society are also analyzed through a variety of chronological topics. The historical development of the following national, ethnic, and racial groups, such as American Indians, Europeans, Latinos, Africans, and Asians, as well as women are also examined. Not repeatable.

COURSE OBJECTIVE
At the completion of the course the student will be able to:

Demonstrate a basic understanding of the evolution and development of American political, economic, and social institutions.

Critically analyze institutions, events, problems, and changes which occurred within this 17th - 19th century time period.

COURSE CONTENT: (In detail; attach additional information as needed and include percentage breakdown)

	25
	%
	Methodology-includes tenets of historical research, writing, historiography.

	25
	%
	Special emphasis is placed on the U.S. Constitution and the following chronological topics:

The Peopling of a continent (Native Americans) European Background to Colonization

The Colonial Period

The American Revolution

The Constitution

The Development of a Nation, up through 1812

The Beginnings of Industrialization Slavery and the Growth of the South The Age of Jackson

Romantic Reform

The U.S. as a Nation:  1830s - 1850s

Geographic Expansion and Manifest Destiny

The Union in Crisis

The Civil War

	25
	%
	The historical development of the following national, ethnic, and racial groups, such as

American Indians, Europeans, Hispanics, Africans, and Asians are integrated into various areas listed in the above topics.

	25
	%
	The historical development of the treatment of women and women’s movements are also

covered in the various areas listed above.


METHODS OF INSTRUCTION
Lecture

Discussion

Audio-visual presentations

Student collaborative group work

Required readings
 Essay questions Research papers

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS
Textbook Title: Author: Publisher:
Edition/Date:
Textbook Title: Author: Publisher:
Edition/Date:
COURSE EXPECTATIONS (Use applicable expectations)

Outside of Class Weekly Assignments
Hours per week
Weekly Reading Assignments Weekly Writing Assignments Weekly Math Problems

Lab or Software Application Assignments

Other Performance Assignments
Assignments:

Writing 1:    Review the documentary “Myths and the Moundbuilders” and evaluate the various theories about  

                     who built the numerous mounds in North America and why?   Discuss the motivations of why these  

                     myths became more popular during the period of the Trail of Tears in the 1830s, and when these 

                     myths finally ended.  Also, discuss which American Indian groups are now credited with this mound 

                     building legacy.

Writing 2:   Read the Declaration of Independence in the textbook.  Discuss the reasons why the Declaration was 

                    issued by the 13 American colonies and interpret the meaning of paragraph one, paragraph two, and 

                    the final paragraph.  Also, explain any four of the grievances against King George III of England.

Reading 1:  For Christopher Columbus’ journal entries of 1492, discuss his views of the Taino Indians after his 

                   first encounter with them on the island he called Hispaniola.  Does Columbus view them as his equal?  

                   Does he have peaceful intentions, or motives of conquest?  Also, how does Christianity shape 

                   Columbus’ views?

Reading 2: Read articles I-IV in the U.S. Constitution and be prepared to discuss the structure and function of 

                  each of the three branches of the American government.  Also, identify three articles and sections 

                  which support and condone slavery.  Explain why the Bill of Rights were not included in the original 

                  1787 Constitution, and explain at least five rights and obligations of U.S. citizens.

Reading 3: Read Abraham Lincoln’s seven debates with Stephen A. Douglass in 1858.  How does Lincoln view 

                  African Americans, slavery, and social equality between the races?

Research 1: Use the library databases to find a current news article which relates to the course content, and 

                    published in the past 12 months.  The article can be related to any class topic up to 1865.  Write a 3-4 

                    page essay summarizing the main points of the article, and then give your response.  When the essay 

                    is submitted be prepared to give a 3-4 minute oral presentation summarizing your article. 

STUDENT EVALUATION: (Show percentage breakdown for evaluation instruments)
	70
	%
	Exams to include essay and objective questions.

	30
	%
	Research papers and/or reaction papers.


GRADING POLICY (Choose LG, P/NP, or SC)
	Letter Grade
	Pass / No Pass
	
	X
	Student Choice

	90% - 100% = A

80% -  89% = B

70% - 79% = C

60% - 69% = D Below  60% = F
	70% and above = Pass
Below 70% = No Pass
	
	
	90% - 100% = A

80% -  89% = B

70% - 79% = C

60% - 69% = D Below  60% = F or

	
	
	
	
	70% and above = Pass

	
	
	
	
	Below 70% = No Pass
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CONTRA COSTA COLLEGE Course-Level
Student Learning Outcomes with Assessment Methods and Criteria
Department Name:
Social Sciences
Course Number:
History 120
Course Title:
History of the United States (Colonial—1865)
Is this course required for completion of a degree, major(s), or certificate program(s)?
X
Yes
No

If yes, which degree/major(s)/certificate program(s)? Degree:
X
AA
AS

Major(s): Sociology and Political Science
Certificate(s) of Completion:

Certificate of Achievement?           Yes        X    No Certificate of Achievement?           Yes        X    No Certificate of Achievement?           Yes        X    No

Does this course satisfy a GE requirement(s)?
X
Yes
No

If yes, which requirement(s)?

A. Language & Rationality
English Composition
Oral Communication & Critical Thinking

B. Natural Science w/ Lab
H. Physical Education Activity

C. Arts and Humanities
I. Mathematics Proficiency

D. Social Sciences
J. Computer Literacy

F. American Institutions
K. Cultural Pluralism

G. Health Education
L. Information Competency
Intended Outcome
Assessment Method
Assessment Criteria
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The American People: Creating a Nation and a Society, vol. one�
�
Gary B. Nash, et al.�
�
Pearson Education�
�
8th Edition, 2009�
�






Voices of the American People, volume one�
�
Michael Boezi, editor�
�
Pearson Education�
�
2006�
�
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Students will demonstrate


knowledge of the pre- colonial era to 1865.�
Students will answer embedded


questions in tests.�
At least 70% of the students will answer


embedded test questions correctly.�
�
Students will demonstrate


knowledge of the


Declaration of Independence�
Students will answer embedded


questions in tests.�
At least 70% of the students will answer


embedded test questions correctly.�
�
Students will demonstrate


knowledge of the U.S. Constitution�
Students will answer embedded


questions in tests.�
At least 70% of the students will answer


embedded test questions correctly.�
�
Students will demonstrate


knowledge of the Dred Scott decision of the Supreme Court�
Students will answer embedded


questions in tests�
At least 70% of the students will answer


embedded test questions correctly�
�
Students will demonstrate


knowledge of the Civil War period dating from 1861 to


1865.�
Students will answer embedded


questions in tests�
At least 70% of the students will answer


embedded test questions correctly�
�









